Golf tourney gives amputees fun, competition

By ROSS COUCH
Apoals Edllor

For the last 13 yeass, amputess framm
acrass the South have traveled to
Billedgeville during the sveftering days
af summer for & few rownds of golf, @ bit
af campetition and a lot of fum,

The Geargla Amputee Golf Tourna-
ment, held each year in memory of Ray
Rice in Millledgeville, began Friday and
wiill contimue until Sunday at Little Fishing
Creek Golf Course

“It's just great to be competitive
again, " sald Jeff Knowles, of
Lawrenceyille, wha has besn plagnng 4]
the tournament since 1998, "I have thar-
oughly enjoyed myself, and | wouldn®t
misa it for the world.®

Don Vickery, of Savannah, has been
playing the tournament since 1995 and
said the event is worth trig.

| just love the galf course, and ewery-
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get the stares or tha.
questions like we
would at home ar
when we go out.

We're all people

held, they will come.
"When | found aut
about it, | started

here four or five
years now, and I'll be
back next year.

"It's just about see-

ﬂThIs is like a family reunien.
Most of these guys Knbw
ench other, have played galf with
ench other and have come hara
avery year to see each other It's

like a big family avent.”
BN Eason
Tarrurmenl r'\"r‘ﬂ_:h'

ane here has been 5o kind to us " he said,
“This is 8 great event, the course i4in
great shape and it gives us a chance 1o
get together with people like ourselves
and ghare ideas.”

And bringing the amputees together as
a group for an oppartunity to share with
each other has been the goal for the life
of the event.

“This i3 ke a family reunion,” tourna-
reent directer Bill Eaton said Friday.
*Most of these guys know each sther,
have played golf with each ather and

here, We don't see
ourselves as having
disabilities,”

The tournament
round Friday was in a
four-man, best ball
format, and Satur-
day's round will be
played as individuals.
Over the course of
the weekend, more
than 70 golfers will
have graced the links,
a big jump in num-
bers since the first
days of the event,

“We had 17 people
out here 13 years ago
when we started this
event," Eason said, |
was just told that this
weekend we'll have
74 people play. You
can really see how
much we've grown.”

And many players
said that as long as
the tournament is

ing your friends who
you haven't seen in a
while, " added Ronnie
“Bird” Alsup. “The
camaraderie is what
it's all about.”

Sports editor Ross
Couch can be
reached at (478) 453-
1465 or ar
reouch@union-
recorder.com

eome here every yaar 12 see each other.
115 lke a big family ewent, We jodt want
fo help them be competitive and feal
fgood and happy about what they are
dading.”

This year there are several players in
the field whe have never partici pated in
thie svent befare. One of those is Michael
Shetfield, whe sald he'll be back next
war,

“I'm haaked, ” Sheffield said during his
round Frlday, “This i a lot of fun, 1t is just
great to be able to come out here and
play a round of golf with your paers 1o
be able to talk about some of the prolb-
lems you have with sormesne you cam re-
late 1o,

“\we think of ourselves as 8 whele per-
san,” Knowdes added, “When we're out
here, arsund other amputees, we don’t
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Don "nI'I-FI:Er"_Ip' hits his tee shot at Little Fishing Creek Golf Course
Friday in the 13th annual Georgia Amputee Golf Tournament.



